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od Aug. 15, 1874, The names of the minis-
served here were Revs. J. S. Dice, J. Dilsons,
morester, W. H. McCleary, J. R. May, W. J.
‘M. B Brownlee, W. T. McConnel, Thomas
ey, R- M. Patterson, B. D. Bruce, A. D. Mc-
gamuel Collins, and John Morrow, the pres-
o, On the 10th of April, 1878, a call was
d to the Rev. John Morrow, which was ac-
‘He assumed charge June 1, 1873, and on the
September the same year was ordained and
¥ installed. The present session is composed
8, Crawford, Tdward Grimes, R. W. Cruthers,
The church has a membership of
dred and eleven.
h Buffalo United Fresbyterian Church.'—
t pastor of this congregation, the Rev. Matthew
son, first preached in this neighborhood to the
lers who were living in the vicinity in the
177 The place where he first held services was
o not far from the present house of worship,
at grove in 1778, a congregation was organ-
inder the name of Buffulo, by the election of
Brownlee, James Brownlee, Smiley, and
Qeott as elders. There the people gathered
iip, and they carried their trusty guns with
defend themselves even while they worshiped,
ed and watchword “ Trust in God and keep
wder dry.” Buffalo and Chartiers were united
harge and made a call for a pastor. The first
e by the congregations of Chartiers and Buf-
in the Chartiers congregation. The meeting
d in the open air, The following is an ex-
 the minutes: ¢ At Chartiers, October 18th,
¢h day and place the Sessions of Chartiers
ffalo being met in the presence of the congre-
d constituted with prayer by the moderator,
hn Murray ; members sederuit, James Scott,
ite, Nicholas Little, David Reed, belonging
ers, and John Brownlee, James Brownlee,
rew Scott, belonging to Buffalo,” ete. Two
ons were made, Mr. Henderson, of Oxford,
Mr. Smith, of Octorara. Mr. Henderson was de-
ected, and it was agreed to give him a salary
hundred pounds in hard money, or four hun-
hels of wheat, He accepted the call, left his
‘ab Conecocheague, because of Indian hostili-

iember, 1781, according to the “church regis-
His name does not appear on the roll of Pres-
PI

'prlnclpnily from an address delivered Ly the Rev. W.
D, of Cincinnati, Olio, Nov. 4, 1875
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came to his congregation to hegin his labors

Lt its next meeting, on the 10th of April, 1782,
which it appears he did not wait to supply at |
Cocheague, e was installed pastor of his new
n 1782, He was then about forty-seven years
: _About a year after his arrival his family fol-
“_]ll'ﬂ!. They lived in a log cabin eight or nine
from Buffalo meeting-house, and about four

.
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miles from Chartiers. The place of worship was
changed at the beginning of his pastorate from the
place where the congregation was first organized to.
the site of its present house of worship, because it
was more convenient for the people and for the pas-
tor. A log house was erected for the accommodation
of the worshipers, into which the congregation was
crowded in very inclement weather; when the weather
permitted they worshiped out of doors, a sort of coop
of a pulpit having been erected east of the present
house. Mr. Henderson continued his labors until
Oct. 2, 1795, when he was killed by the fall of a tree;
a limb striking him killed him almost instantly,
¢ 4nd he escaped a prolonged struggle with almost
the only enemy he ever feared.”

After the death of Mr. Henderson, the congrega-
tion soon secured the services of a second pastor, the
Rev. Robert Laing. e was born in the south of
Scotland in 1750, ordained in Dunse, in the same
country, in 1785; came to America in 1795 ; began
his labors in Buffulo in 1796, and was installed in
1797. And although he had been in the ministry
only about half as long as Mr. Henderson when he
came to Buffalo, he was about the same age, in his
forty-seventh year, being thirty-five years of age when
ordained. He was a man of great dignity of manner,
and had a sort of stiffness that lessened his accepta-
bility to the people, and consequently injured his
usefulness, The custom in his day was to set out the
hottle of whiskey when visitors came to the house.
One was thought inhospitable if he neglected this
and if right and hospitable towards the peo-
ple, why not toward the minister? he was not made
an exception, The result was that disaffection arose
in the congregation towards their pastor. Tt increased
to such an extent that all the members of session re-
signed their offices and a nesw election was ordered.
This only increased the difficulty. At a meeting of
the Associate Synod of North America, which was
held in Philadelphia, Nov. 24, 1805, this body having
been organized in 1800, and composed of four Pres-
byteries, Mr. Laing was by a unanimous yote trans-
ported to Argyle, N. Y., and Rev. John Andeison
appointed to declare his pulpit vacant, : '

After the removal of Mr. Laing the congregation
was vacant until the year 1811. The Rev. David
} French was the next pastor of Buffalo. He was born

in Vermont, Aug. 23, 1783, and removed to Wash-
ington County, N. Y., at an early age, and was raised
in that county. He was educated at Union College,
Schenectady, and studied theology at the First West-

ern Theological Seminary, in Beaver County, Pa.,
l under Dr. John Anderson; was ordained by the As-
sociate Presbytery of Chartiers by order of the Asso-
ciate Synod, that he might be the better qualified for

missionary work in the Presbytery of Kentucky. A

new congregation was organized about this time and

called South Buffalo, To distinguish these two, Bu t-
| falo was named North Buffalo. These two united in

courtesy,
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a call for his labors. The call was dated May 12; 1

1811, and accepted on the 21st of the same month,
He was installed July 2d following, At this time
there was erected a new house of worship. It was
built of hewn logs and weatherboarded, and was neat
and comfortable in contrast with the old. The re-
mains of the old house stond until 1845, when they
were taken away. The second house stood until
1848, when the present brick one was erected beside
it and the old one removed.

Mr. French’s pastorate was the longest that has
been in the congregation, he having been pastor for
forty-one years of the united charge, and forty-two
years in this congregation. In the forty years of his
pastorate he never disappointed his people on a
Sabbath-day because of sickness. Once he was pre-
vented from reaching South Buffalo by high water,
and once or twice by death in the family. In 1853 a
paralytic stroke disabled him, and his speech was
impaired. He resigned the charge of South Buffalo
in 1852, and in 1853 North Buffalo. He died March
30, 1855, and his remains were laid in the graveyard
by the North Buffalo Church, by the side of those of
his first wife, two sons, and five daughters, two
being daughters of his second wife.

The congregation remained vacant, after the resig-
nation of Mr. French, for about two years. It had in-
creased in numbers, wealth, and liberality; had
erected the brick edifice in which it still worships in
the summer of 1845, and desired a pastor’s full time,
The South Buffalo congregation also felt itself able to
support a minister, hence the connection between
them was dissolved. South Buffalo gave a call to
Rev. J. G. Carson, and North Buffalo made out a call,
in the summer of 1855, for Rev. William M, Gibson,
a native of Washington County, Pa., raised under the
pastorate of the Rev, Bankhead Boyd; graduated at
Washington College and at Canonsburg Theological
Seminary, and on the 20th of November in the same
year he was ordained and installed. Thus began the
fourth pastorate. [Te continued in this charge until

the 12th of November, 1861, when his resignation was |

-accepted by the Presbytery, and the pastoral relation
dissolved,

After being vacant for about five years and six
months, the congregation secured the pastoral labors

of Rev. Robert Welch, a graduate of Jeflerson College |

and of the theological seminary at Allegheny. e

had served in the war of the great Rebellion as a lieu- |

tenant of Company C of the Twenty-second Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, and having laid down these carnal
weapons when victory was achieved, he went forth
with the sword of the Spirit, but soon to achieve his

victory. He was called to the pastorate of this con- |

gregation, and, having accepted the eall, began his
stated labors April 1, 1867, and was ordained and in-
stalled the 14th of May of the same year. He labored
with great acceptability, beloved by his people, until
the 22d of December, 1868, when he died,

The congregation remained, after the death o
Welch, for about three years without

Rev. Josias Stevenson, a native of Ire
of 1‘01-m]kliu po]-]egc, Olio, and of the theolggt
seminary at Xenia. He was installed iy Nortly
falo the 13th of June, 1871, after haying been §
‘ministry about thirteen years, eleven of Which
spent in efficient labors in the congregation of
Al‘exm]der, He was succeeded in the Pastorg
this church by the Rev. Samuel 7T, Kyle, the P
pastor.

The elders first chosen were John ang
Brownlee, Andrew Scott, and Samuel Johnson,
were ordained and installed in 1778, and were g
porary with Mr, Henderson and Mr, Lﬂing.. ‘
Brownlee died in 1802, and James in 1822, @
other two, the date of their death is not civen i
register of the congregation. In 1793, Messrs
Allison, Thomas Hanna, James Smiley, and |
Buchanan were ordained and installed, Mr. Al
continued in his office until 1853. On the 3d daw
September of that year he was called to his n
Mr. Thomas Hanna left Buffalo in the spring o
and died April 9, 1839,

In 1802 there was an election of elders, the
then ruling refusing to act because of the diffiey
tween the pastor and themselves. It resulted
choice of Messrs. Alexander Patterson, Robert
David Clark, Jacob Donaldson, and Thomas
and they were ordained and installed. Alexand
terson died in 1840, Robert Wylie in 1830
Clark in 1821, Jacob Donaldson Aug. 2, 1850,
Thomas Irvine in 1829. How long these con
in the eldership in the congregation does not a
In 1811, the year that Mr, French took char
session was strengthened by the choice and ordi
tion to and installation in the eldership of §
Graham and James Patterson, the former eo
till his death on March 23,1850, Mr. Patterso
tinued in office till his death, Jan. 4, 1869,

May 13, 1820, John Brownlee and John €
were ordained and installed. My, Brownlee
| May 29, 1854, ' He was a member of the Wi ,
ton congregation at the time of his death:
Hanna continued in his office in the congre
until his death, Sept, 13, 1865, Tn February,
Samuel Neely and Archibald Brownlee were ord
to the office of the eldership and installed in it
congregation. Mr. Neely continued in his
until his death, which oceurred on the 16th of
1865.  Oct. 20,1859, John Stewart and A. E. M€
were ordained and installed. Samuel E. Brows
was installed ai the same time, he having bee
dained to the office in the Associate Reformed €0
gregation of West Middletown, and uniting with'
congregation after the consummation of the un
the Associate Reformed and Associate Churches:
! died June 8, 1872, He was a man of great W

land, a pry

b
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death was very much lamented. Jan. 7,
Dr. J. 8. Crawford was installed, and J. H.
Toe ordained and installed. It may not be
foresting to observe that of these elders Andrew

lburiul—place is not known; Samuel Johnson
i the old Knox graveyard, and eighteen are
in the North Buffalo graveyard. Of the nine-
pwhose
Sty and seventy, six from seventy to eighty, six

Ars.

iy

congregation is still vigorous and flourishing.
have gone to other places, to add strength to
tions or form nuclei around which to gather,
he outskirts have been trimmed to strengthen

f one hundred and four, and the whole com-
has been leavened with its influence. From
gongregation not less ten have gone into the min-

7. John M. French, D. W. French, James
W. H. French, D. H. French, T. H. Hanna,
1ol J. McKee, William Donaldson, and John M.

) second. 8. M. Hutchison, raised in this con-
on, was received into and licensed and ordained
gsociate Reformed Church, and died in the

th Buffalo United Presbyterian Church.'—
a United Presbyterian congregation of South Buf-
rghnized A.p. 1811, The original members
from Buffalo (now North Buffalo) Associate
erian congregation. The following are the
f some of the original members : John Mil-
ohn McMillen, Alexander Sawhill, John Mec-
ames Mitchell, John Mitchell, Samuel Wright,
arson, John Graham, Robert Graham, Wil-
rege, John Girimes, James Brownlee, Hamilton

n, George Knox, James Crothers. The original
jets of the session were Alexander Craig, James
n, James Hutchison, and Thomas Whitehill.

16 first church (10g) was built about the year 1811.
year 1834, having increased until the number
bers was about one hundred and seventy, the
gation built a large substantial brick church,
Fhich it still worships. The first pastor was the
Javid French, whose time was divided between
ngrecation and North Buffalo.

arch 30, 1855.

aces are known, five died between the ages |

ighty to ninety, and two from ninety to ninety- |

ganizations. Still there remains a member- |

of the United Preshyterian Church in 1874. |

ee, Thomas Moore, William Sawhill, James |

He was in- !
# pastor at the organization, and continued to

it till 1852, when he was released because of
firmities of age. He continued to preach at |  Bast Buffalo Presbyterian Church |Old School].”
Buffalo two years longer, when, having received |
?Of paralysis, he was compelled to refrain from
ing. He lingered a few months longer, and

_ 18 second pastor was J. G. Carson (now Dr. Car-
: f Xenia Theological Seminary). His pastorate | tery of Tyrone, Treland; also that on 21st of January,
.ded over a period of ten years, being ordained

‘; and installed November, 1856, and released in the .

| spring of 1867. He was a fearless advocate of truth,

| being pastor during the stirring time of the war of

| the Rebellion ; he was unsparing in his denunciation

| of those who in any way sympathized with the ene-
mies of our government.

l The third pastor is Rev. Alexander MecLachlan, who
was installed pastor April 15, 1873, and continues in

the congregation at the present time.

In connection with the church lot there is a grave-
yard, first used as such about the year 1811, and now
crowded with graves,

East Buffalo Preshyterian Church.*—This church
is located in Buffalo township, and about five miles
west of Washington, The time when it was formally
organized cannot now be definitely fixed. The earliest
mention of East Buffalo ecclesiastically is in the min-
utes of the Synod of Pittsburgh, where the Presbytery
of Ohio reports Rev. Thomas Hoge as stated supply
at Upper Ten-Mile and East Buffulo in the year
1818, one year previous to the formation of the Pres-
bytery of Washington.

Tt, however, must have had some kind of existence
prior to that time, and cotemporary with a German
Lutheran congregation that existed in the same place
until perhaps near 1840, when by removals and deaths
it ceased to exist. It was doubtless to accommodate
both these elements that existed in the neighborhood
that induced Hardman Horn, Laurence Streker, and
| Michael Ely to make a deed.to the “ German Socie-
ties” of this neighborhood being of the Presbyterian
Church and persuasion, and also, “that for and in
consideration of the sum of five shillings,”” convey-
ing certain boundaries containing three acres (about
one acre from each) “for the use of school-house, meet-
ing-house, and burying-ground forever.” The deed
was made March 5, A.p. 1802. In the above-men-
| tioned deed the word ‘ Lutheran” must have been

omitted by the person who wrote it, for we find in
the deed of Laurence Streker’s executors to William

Brownlee, and dated June 12, A.p. 1820, the follow-
| ing: “Excepting and reserving at all times one acre
| of the said land for the Presbyterian and Lutheran
| meeting-house, best known by the name of Wolf’s
| Meeting-House.” This last name, no doubt, came
| from Wolf’s Fort and people of that name which
were in the immediate neighborhood of the church.
| The church was granted a charter of incorporation
| by the court on the 17th day of August, 1869, as

The following are the dates and relations of the
ministers who preached to this church: From records
of the Synod of Pittshurgh, Presbytery of Ohio re-
ports that on the 17th of April, 1816, Mr. Thomas
Hoge was received as a licentiate from the Presby-

1817, he was ordained to the office of the ministry.

1 By Rey, A. McLachlan,

i
1
L

2 By A, 8. Engleson.




